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“43 percent of India's children drop out of school before finishing 7th grade and 

over 58 percent drop out before completing high school”  

  
School dropout is indeed a serious issue. 
Thousands of children while chasing their dreams are forced to give up 
education due to inadequate financial resources. 
With no one to guide them, they could end up choosing the wrong way, what 
would otherwise be a glorious career. 
  
This is where Pragati comes in.   
         
   
    
 
At the core of Pragati is the value of education and fostering all round 
development. 
  
We believe that every child in a civilized society should have a proper 
education and decent life. And we as an organization strive towards this goal, 
in whatever small way possible. 
  
We are a registered charitable organization established in 2002 with the 
objective of providing financial and non-financial support to students from 
economically weak backgrounds to enable them to receive education 
commensurate with their potential, and to become self-dependent.  
 
Our humble beginnings started with support for 12 deserving students during 
the academic year 2002-03, now having extended the support to many 
hundreds of them during the long fruitful journey that it is has been.  
 
  
 
Ours is a narrative filled with an incredibly beautiful and a fulfilling 
positive feedback loop - our scholars have had successful careers and 
rejoined us - enabling support for more students and this cycle continues, 
growing ever stronger… 
 

 

 

"Wisdom begins with wonder" ~ Socrates 



Support beyond Finance… 

 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustained financial assistance is only a part of our program. An equally 

important dimension of the program is to provide relentless support in terms of 

constant encouragement and professional guidance, providing all round inputs 

and striving to place them on a higher pedestal than their peers. 

 

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you” 

Mentoring Program 

One of the unique facets of our program is creating a one-to-one mentoring experience with each of 
the scholars. The mentor monitors the scholar's academic performance throughout the year, 
sharing ideas to improve their skills and guides them in making important decisions related to 
education and career. 

Personality Development Program 

Because of their backgrounds, many children lack self-confidence and personal skills when left in 
public situations. 

The program is designed to help them overcome their diffidence and become confident, optimistic 
individuals. Individual and group learning experiences enrich their knowledge base, communication 
skills and attitude. 

Career Guidance Program 

We maintain a repository of information on endless possibilities in careers and help Pragati scholars 
to make informed and practical career decisions taking into account their aptitude and resources. 



Foreword        

                       

 

  

 

 

         Mr. K Vijay 

           Trustee 

Yet another year has gone by with the speed of thought. And it seems like only 

yesterday that we were in the same venue, Bhumika Hall, preparatory to the 

commencement of the Annual day 2015 celebrations. There was a visible buzz of 

excitement, mentors scurrying all over the place, doing assorted things. I confess to 

being distinctly nervous, wondering if we would get organized on time. And yet, 

come inauguration time, everything clicked into place, seemingly miraculously. 

And then, then there was the parade of children, all showcasing their talents 

onstage, full of joy and enthusiasm at being part of the Pragati Annual day 

celebrations. Their parents in the audience, a smile of pride evidently on display at 

seeing their children perform on stage. The mentors, well-orchestrated, keeping the 

show going like a well-oiled machine. I recall feeling a well spring of emotion at this 

celebration of youthfulness, joy and optimism and to feel that I too am part of it.  

Yet, when you look back, all this began with meticulously picking out children with 

vast potential but without the means to fulfill their potential and then carried 

through by our mentors being there to help and guide them along their chosen path 

until one day, hey and presto!  They become confident, competent young men and 

women holding their own in some of the finest jobs going.  

But none of these would have even been possible but for timely contributions from 

our generous hearted and socially conscious benefactors. Our deep gratitude to 

them and may their tribe increase! 

And that is what Pragati Educational Foundation has been all about.  To provide an 

opportunity to less advantaged children through education. And annual day 

celebrations such as these are just the tonic we need to keep going. 

 

 

 

“Don't wish it were easier. Wish you were better” ~ Jim Rohn 



Pragati – a maker of Trimtabs 

 

 

       Mr. Tej Arora 

            Trustee  

Things have happened in 2016 that give many an unsettling feeling. Terrorism, 

Conflict, and Wars have wiped out thousands of lives in Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq, 

parts of Africa and other places. Britain was surprised that it voted itself out of the 

EU. There is angst in America about the election of someone seen as a bully, with 

unpredictable temperament, with intolerant views, and unprepared in the art of 

running a state. Global warming is showing its ill-effects on our planet, and efforts of 

many countries to come together to take corrective action are at risk of stalling.  

In the face of all that makes us worry about our future, Education is our one true 

hope to deal with our problems! Education is a vaccine that drives away the diseases 

of civilization, and takes it from the darkness of ignorance to the light of knowledge. 

This knowledge has great power. It helps us uncover the secrets of nature and 

improves our material well-being. Science & Technology have greatly benefited 

mankind. Knowledge also awakens us to the remarkable beauty and strength of our 

spirit. This makes our lives more joyful and meaningful. In short, Education makes 

us happier & better human beings and the world a better place. 

This credo is the great driving force for Pragati Educational Foundation. We aim to 

find situations where someone may abandon education for financial reasons. We 

intervene with financial support, guidance, mentoring and motivation to help 

education take strong root in the lives of those at risk. A few lives at a time. We are 

glad that we could influence over 500 lives over the past decade.  

While Education can certainly help these students get jobs, and lead to financial 

well-being, there is much more that it can do. There is a higher purpose to it as well.                

What do we see in each little student that we work with? We see a Trimtab in the 

making. A trimtab is a little rudder that, with 

minimal effort, changes the direction of a big 

rudder that controls the direction of a ship. A 

little individual has the potential to make a 

change that can alter a whole city or state or 

country or the world!  

The famous inventor Buckminster Fuller 

wanted to be called Trimtab!  

He saw a trimtab as a metaphor for leadership 



and empowerment. 

We, at Pragati, agree with this view. We see the little Pragati Scholars as individuals 

who can bring about big changes in their own lives and in society at large. And we 

want to do all we can to nourish the trimtab in them. 

We thank our well-wishers, patrons, partners, and mentors who have enabled and 

inspired the mission of Pragati year after year. While children are the future of our 

world, educated children are the future of a better world.  

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If you always do what you always did, you will always get what you always got.” ~Albert Einstein 

 

 
From a student to scholar to mentor: 

wonderful journey! “Happiness is PRAGATI 

team bonding for a better cause” 

- Shalini Raghunath 

 

“I would say Pragati is all about learning to 

me. Not just academics, it is about social 

responsibility, discipline, commitment and 

what not. Proud to be part of Pragati” 

-  Ambika Nagaraj 

 



Pragati- an inspiration          

             

      Mr. Santosh Nedungadi 

                      Trustee 

 

I became a trustee of Pragati Educational Foundation about 5 years back.  

It’s been a pleasure working with Surya, Vijay and Tej.  

What impressed me about Pragati Educational Foundation, in addition to the 

scholarship was the mentoring program and the fact that the administrative costs 

were a bare minimum and almost 100% of the collections went to scholars.   Over 

the years, what has inspired me is that many of our scholars are back to help Pragati 

Educational Foundation financially and more with the mentoring and 

administration   which is what we needed.   In fact, Vijay, Tej and I are only 

consultants now and the nitty-gritty is done by our Alumni. This is how it should be 

and I can see a perpetual continuity in Pragati Educational Foundation with their 

involvement.  

I have been witness to several interviews and most of them have been a touching 

experience.  

For us, who were just fortunate to be born where we were, it’s sometimes difficult to 

fathom the anxiousness of parents to get this assistance. We from Pragati are 

blessed that we have been provided an opportunity to be of service. 

We at Pragati realize the sacrifices both parents and scholars have made to get 

where they have.  Many homes are not conducive for learning for a young person, be 

it for lack of facilities or encouragement, but the light at the end of the tunnel makes 

the struggle worthwhile.  

We firmly believe the only way India can alleviate poverty is through education of 

its masses.  Education is something   nobody can take away from you and in todays’ 

competitive world, there is really no end to education.  

What really motivated me to this cause was a waiter called Appukuttan at the old 

Airlines Hotel. I used to frequent this place in the 70s and was always impressed by 

his hard work and courtesy.  One evening he looked downcast.  On enquiring, he 



said his son had obtained admission to IIM Ahmedabad and he had no funds to pay 

the fees.  I realized the importance of this for the economic upliftment of the family 

and collected the money and paid the fees.   This opened my eyes to the need of 

society and I am now involved in 4 scholarship schemes of Pragati Educational 

Foundation, Rotaract Bangalore West, Alumni Clarence and Rotary Bangalore 

Cantonment, wherein we totally disburse about Rs. 15 lacs. It is a small drop in the 

ocean, but a necessary and useful drop.  

Our only request is that scholars, over a period of time return this help, so that we 

can help another child in need.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

            

 

 

  

 

 

 

"There is a crack in everything, that's how the light gets in" ~ Leonard Cohen 

 
"Pragati is not just about financial support; 

it’s the overall development that helped me 

to dream bigger. Indeed that extra push 

always helps. Proud to be part of Pragati 

family." 

- Sajith P Mohanan 

 ''It was not so long ago when my journey began 

with Pragati. I entered with nothing more than a 

dream and Pragati helped me bring the dream 

closer to reality supporting my education. The firm 

guidance of mentors will always be appreciated. It 

has always been my pleasure to be associated with 

Pragati earlier as a scholar and now as a mentor." 

- Divya Shrivatsa 

 



When we get together, it all works out!  

 

We celebrate… 

Annual Day –December’15          

 
 

The feel, was much like today. Excited students and parents started to arrive at the venue. 

Their costumes and last minute rehearsals already filled the air with anticipation and 

enthusiasm for all the cultural events which was about to set flowing. 

The evening started with formal inauguration followed by a much beneficial talk by the 

presiding chief guest Mr. Sekhar Gopalan -Managing Trustee, Svatantra.org.  Students then 

took over the program. The scholars compered the whole show which included cultural 

activities showcasing a range of talents from singing, dancing, acting and even a few magic 

tricks  

Scholars and mentors shared their experience of being associated with Pragati. Students 

were also awarded for their outstanding performances in academics, sports and co-

curricular activities.  

"Be yourself; everyone else is already taken." ~ Oscar Wilde 



We grow … 

Selections- June’16    

 

Pragati grows every year, in terms of experience, skills of its scholars, number of 

helping hands and also in terms of number of deserving students who receive the 

scholarship along with Pragati’s numerous benefits.  

 

The selection drive saw a huge foot fall. Around 150 students along with their 

parents appeared on the day. Students (ranging from class 8-12) went through a 

round of written test. Shortlisted students were then carefully interviewed along 

with their parent/guardian to better understand their financial need and future 

plans for the kid.  The day ended on a high note when 32 new scholars were added 

to the strong Pragati family.  

 

 

 

 

 

“The only thing standing between you and your goal is the bullshit story you keep telling yourself as to why 

you can't achieve it.” - Jordan Belfort 



We trip… 

AOL visit- July’16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pragati focuses on mental and physical wellbeing of its scholars as much as their 

academic performance.  

A Trip to “Art of Living” Ashram stands as a glowing example to its vision. 

The goal of the trip was to help the students appreciate the practice of Yoga & 

Meditation, and also to experience the lush & serene campus. More than 70 students 

from different schools and colleges were taken to the ashram.  

 

There were workshops, games, and interactive talks and discussions between the 

AOL volunteers and students to understand the many benefits of Yoga and 

Meditation. 

The kids also had a chance to try the healthy ashram lunch and experience a guided 

walk tour of the huge serene campus where many a selfies were clicked  

 

 

 

"Keep your face always toward the sunshine - and shadows will fall behind you"    ~Walt Whitman 



We learn…  

Ajit’s Talk – October’16 

  

Life lessons are hard to learn! Most of them learn by experiences, by personal 

failures. 

Pragati scholars were fortunate to learn this from the very experienced Mr. Ajit 

Kaikini from Buoyancee. 

The talk ranged from tips on how to study to complex questions on life! The 

questions that the talk stirred up in the scholars were never ending. The event 

forced a self-retrospective thinking on all who attended.  

It is safe to say that everyone there learnt a thing or two about how to live a happy 

life and always, “Follow your heart”  

The events continue to increase in number and quality to provide our scholars with the 

best help possible. 

 

 

 

“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.”  



Learning for Results 
                 

 

 

 

                       Mr. Surya Rao 

   Trustee 

Being a Pragati Scholar, you are already a Champ. You have shown repeatedly that you 

have the ability and the willingness to work hard, to be a good learner. 

To continue to achieve results however, even Champs have to apply themselves as smartly 

and steadfastly as possible. By results, I do not mean the marks you get in your examinations. 

I rather mean the real knowledge you gain, for application in real situations, going forward. 

If you gain real understanding of your subjects, marks will follow for sure! So, here are a 

few pointers to take you in the right direction, not only now but in your later years as well. 

I have no doubt you are following some of them already!  

Study deeply. Do not quickly move onto the next topic or idea as soon as you feel you have 

understood something. Spend time thinking about and visualizing what you have learnt by 

going through as many examples as you can. This will ensure that you achieve clarity and 

that your learning becomes a part of your knowledge base. Deep knowledge stays with you 

longer and is easily accessible when needed.  

Take a break. You would have noticed that at times any amount of studying and thinking 

about an idea does not lead to your actually understanding it. You feel you have hit a major 

block. In such a situation do not go on agonizing over it. Rather take a break and do 

something quite unrelated and then come back to the original subject. You may be 

surprised that you are able to now understand what you could not earlier. Psychologists 

call this the Ziegarnik effect which is known to be responsible for many conceptual 

breakthroughs, big and small.   

Study from multiple books. When you do not understand the presentation of an idea in 

one book, get hold of another book that covers the subject. Sometimes, the way a writer 

puts an idea across makes a difference. What you did not understand from one book, you 

may from another simply because of the way it is written and the examples and visual 

illustrations used.  

Discuss with friends. Be in the company of good friends. One of the good ways to 

understand ideas and remember them is by discussing them with similarly motivated and 

proficient friends and classmates. Learning from friends and teaching them is effective 

because of the smooth and easy communication between friends. Both the teacher and the 

taught, gain in the process.     

 



Consult teachers. Don’t feel shy to go back to your teachers if you do not understand 

something. They are best equipped to help you.  And you will be surprised – they will 

actually be happy to help you.  

Write it down. When you think you have understood an idea, try to write it down in a 

compact manner. Writing down ideas not only anchors them firmly in your mind but also 

helps you realize if there are gaps in your understanding.  

Test yourself. When you think you have understood an idea, test yourself to check where 

you stand. Solve lot of problems, answer a lot of questions. If you get them right, you will 

get a big boost in confidence and if you don’t, you will know that you have to improve your 

understanding further.  

Read extensively. Study hard but develop a healthy general reading (both fiction and non-

fiction) habit too. It will stand you in good stead throughout your life by strengthening your 

imagination, building your knowledge base, improving your language skills and acting as a 

stress buster. 

Try to do these as much as possible and experience the joy of leveraged learning. All 

the best! 

                                     

 

 

               

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Go the extra mile. It's never crowded.” 

 “More  than  working  for  a  social  cause I  

feel  Pragati  is  a  family  which  always keep  

me  active  during  my leisure times. Proud to 

be part of the foundation which helped 

hundreds of students to achieve their dreams.  

- Deepak Janardhana 

 

 
“It has been a wonderful journey with Pragati, 

initially as a Pragati scholar and currently as a 

mentor. Special thanks to the Pragati founder, 

who have been encouraging and supporting 

deserving students till date. Long live Pragati 

family! 

- Madhuri Sharma 

 



Talent is overrated!    Vishal Gurung, Ex-scholar & Mentor 

 

You have no talent and that is absolutely fine. 

Think of one thing that you don't have any talent in, but would love to have. Think. It could 

be anything, - Dancing, Mathematics, giving a brilliant Speech, Football, being Intelligent, 

being a Topper in your school. 

Here is what you might be thinking- 

"That boy in my class, He’s born intelligent. So, he is always the topper, but not me" or  

"Her mother is a dancer, it's in her genes but I can never dance like that" 

Even though you would love to dance or be brilliant at Mathematics, you think you can’t. 

You think you can't be a topper or a dancer or anything you wish to achieve. You think you 

don't have the talent. You think you are not born with it. What if I told you that you have 

the ability to be a topper in your class or a good dancer, and that I have a solid proof - 

scientific research to back me up. 

Stanford University psychologist Carol Dweck conducted a thorough research on student's 

intelligence. They found something interesting. Students see Intelligence in two ways. They 

found that students have two kinds of attitudes. 

One set of students said that "People are born intelligent and that it is a god given talent 

which is fixed ". 

While the other students said: "No matter how intelligent you are, you can always increase 

your intelligence". 

The first set of students have a Fixed Mindset and the second set have what's called as a 

Growth Mindset. 

What does this have to do with you? Let me explain it through an example. 

Did you know that Rahul Dravid-one of the cricket greats was considered not to have much 

talent in cricket when he started? Shocking, right!!Even today, he is not considered a genius 

but his achievements speak for him.  

13,000 runs in Test Cricket, 10,000 runs in ODI cricket, became the first and only batsman 

to score a century in all 10 test playing nations and holds the world record for the most 

number of catches in Test cricket, besides captaining for the country. 

The funny part is at one point even Dravid wondered whether he will ever get a chance to 

play for the Indian Cricket Team. Coming from a middle-class family, it was Rahul’s 

dedication, motivation, and enthusiasm that got him an irreplaceable place in the world of 

international cricket. But, above all, it was his mindset. His belief, that he can improve his 

game. That his batting skills can be improved and developed through effort which made 

him work so hard.  

It all started with a simple yet strong belief that he can improve over time. 



So, unless you start to believe that you can improve your intelligence which you can, that 

you can improve on your studies, that you can be one of the toppers in your class, district 

or state, you cannot go much further than where you are right now. Let’s say when you 

think that you are not good at mathematics or anything which is holding you back in your 

studies. 

Just tell yourself - "I am not good at Mathematics ..... 

YET" 

Believe that you can improve. 

With practice, proper training and dedication you may not immediately but will definitely 

get better in your area of interest over time. 

 

       

 

 

  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You have to be odd to be number one.” 

 

 "It is fun to be a part of Pragati. I get to meet 

the kids who are absolutely amazing and 

other Pragati mentors who are so passionate 

about helping these kids. I have learned a lot 

from these guys" 

- Vishal Gurung 

 

"It has been a remarkable journey with Pragati so 

far. There cannot be a better example of working 

towards a cause and fulfilling social responsibility 

than Pragati. The longevity of Pragati serves as a 

testimony to the vision of founders of Pragati. 

Proud to be part of it". 

- Mahesh R 



Silver Lining     Kavitha LM, Ex-scholar & Mentor 

 

“Is your glass half-empty or half-full?”  

How you answer this age-old question may reflect your outlook on life and your attitude 

toward yourself. Mind is a powerful tool. It is like a motorbike, gets better with use and 

rusts if left untouched. 

Positive thinking doesn't mean that you keep your head in the sand and ignore life's less 

pleasant situations. Positive thinking just means that you approach unpleasantness in a 

more positive and productive way. There have been many studies and books that show 

how positive thinking directly affects your health. For me, the most believable and practical 

one has been a theory that having a positive outlook enables you to cope better with 

stressful situations.  

If you on a cruise, and in the middle of the sea, your ship hit’s an iceberg, would you want 

you captain to yell, “We’ll all be killed!” or announce “Stay calm and put on your safety 

guards, we will find the best means around this situation”? 

This is the essence of positive thinking. It doesn’t offer guarantees, but it guarantees the 

best chance. Our mind, or rather the subconscious can be trained to think positively. Like 

how it knows to breathe and digest the food we eat without our conscious effort.  

Mind is like a wild animal. “Train it if you can’t tame it.” 

This does not happen overnight, it takes effort, disciplined thinking … and some time. 

Priya says “I think like I do because my life is a mess!”  

“No Priya, Your life is a mess because you think like you do!” 

                            

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I have had the good fortune of being 

associated with Pragati. A life coach, a 

career counsellor, a mentor is what I 

found in it for myself, among many other 

skills that have helped shape my life.” 

- Kavitha LM 

 

 
“Joined as a scholar and now being part of 

Pragati is a different experience. It's always a 

pleasure working with Pragati.” 

- Kumara Swamy V 

 



Simple Study Techniques to learn better 

    Curated by Vishal Gurung, Mentor  

 

Ideas are dime a dozen. Only the ideas that are acted upon will produce good results. Here 

are some simple, yet brilliant tips to study better. 

1. Make it a Habit 

Make and keep a Study Schedule. 

Set aside certain hours of each day for study. Just as you do for food and sleep. Keep the 

same schedule every day. Your study desk or table should be in a quiet place free from 

distractions. You will concentrate better when you study in the same place every day. Your 

study desk or table should be equipped with all the materials you might need to complete 

the assignment, e.g., pencils, pens, erasers, calculator, water etc. With study materials at 

hand, you can study without interruption. 

2. Read-Learn-Remember 

The SQ3R Method  

It's designed to help you read faster and retain more. SQ3R stands for the steps in reading- 

Survey 

Before reading, survey the material. Glance through the topic headings and try to get an 

idea of the material. Skim through sections and read the final summary paragraph to get an 

idea of where the chapter is going.  

Question 

Look at the first heading in the chapter. Turn it into a question. Ask questions to be 

answered in your reading. Asking questions focuses your concentration on what you need 

to learn or get out of your reading. 

Read 

Read the first section of your reading assignment to answer your question. Actively search 

for the answer to your question. If you finish the section and haven't answered the 

question, reread it.  

Recite 

Once you've read an initial section, look away and try to recite the answer to your question, 

using your own words and examples. If you can do this, it means that you understand the 

material. If you can't, glance over the section again.  

Review 

After reading the entire assignment, test your memory by asking yourself the questions 

that you've identified. Review your notes for an overview of the chapter.  



 3. Learn to Understand and Understand to Learn 

Feynman Technique 

It is a study technique used by Nobel Prize winner Richard Feynman. 

The technique says to follow 3 steps while learning/revising a concept: 

a) Choose the concept you want to understand and name it 

b) Pretend that you are teaching that concept to your classmate  

c) While doing step B, you would realize that there are some things that you don't 

understand and that there are some gaps in your knowledge. Now go look into the book 

to find answers to what you do not know. Repeat step- B. It is very simple but effective 

when used consistently. 

4. Testing Effect 

Retrieval test is a strategy in which we test ourselves using old question papers frequently 

calling information to mind. It boosts learning and memory. Deliberately recalling 

information forces us to pull our knowledge “out” and examine what we know and don't 

know.  

5. Mind mapping 

A mind map is a diagram used to visually organize information. It is a visual thinking tool 

that helps to structure information, helping you to better analyse, comprehend, synthesize, 

recall and generate new ideas. Here is how to draw a mind map…  

 



 

Start in the middle of a blank page, writing or drawing the idea you intend to develop. I 

would suggest that you use the page in landscape orientation.  

 Develop the related subtopics around this central topic, connecting each of them to the 

center with a line. 

Repeat the same processes for the subtopics, generating lower-level subtopics as you see 

fit, connecting each of those to the corresponding subtopic. 

The best part about this technique is that it can be used both for note taking and to recall a 

particular concept in detail. 

Just as in every great idea, its power lies in its simplicity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

“My past has not defined me, destroyed me, deterred me, or defeated me; it has only strengthened me.” ~ Steve 

Maraboli 

 

 “It is extremely satisfying when I have witnessed the 

entire cycle of a Pragati scholar who gets benefited 

from 8th STD, completes his graduation, gets a job 

and then joins back as a mentor and adds to our 

driving force today. Lucky to be part of Pragati and 

contributing to it.” 

- Easwara Moorthy 

 

Pragati Educational Foundation is very focused about its vision, 

execution & the transparency that they keep. It is the only 

organization in my knowledge that continues its support till end. 

The best part for me is, now Pragati is completely run by the 

volunteers who were one time its scholars, the beneficiaries. I am 

proud to say Pragati Educational Foundation is my longest 

association among all my social activities till now. 

- Dr Dinesh Nehete 

Mentor and core team member till 2012(relocated to Pune) 



Illiteracy in our country- 

-Anjali S, Current scholar 

9th STD, Sri Vani Girls High School 

While India is still struggling to eradicate illiteracy, it is heartening to note that our literacy 

rate has gone up from 25% in 1951 to 68.4%in 2001.It is true that this percentage includes 

everyone who knows how to read and write a few alphabets, and may not be considered a 

true indicator of education; however, the raise in percentage is quite noticeable. It indicates 

how much still remains to be done to achieve 100% literacy. It also shows the magnitude of 

demand that is that is likely to be made on the education system for higher learning. 

Infrastructure will have to be expanded to accommodate the burgeoning number of 

students seeking admission to secondary, higher secondary and tertiary education. 

 Now a days the illiteracy in our country is slowly eradicating because of many the many 

surrogate institutions that have sprung up outside of eth education system to train the 

aspiring students. Coaching centers, tuition classes, institutes and universities have been 

set up in the private sector, not all of which are of acceptable standards though. Some 

states and some areas within the states have shown higher rates of illiteracy among 

women.  A continuing worry is the lower rate of literacy among women. 60% of the non-

literates in India are women although the female literacy rate has gone up from 9% in 

1950s to 54% in 2001. So, India is trying to eradicate illiteracy in our country and trying to 

develop it. 

 

Education and the Organisation in my life which 

supported it 
-Suhan B Revankar, Current scholar 

9th STD, Deccan English School 

 

Education plays an important role in every one’s life. It is an effort of the senior people to 

transfer their knowledge to the younger members of the society. It is thus an institution 

which plays a vital role in integrating an individual with his society and in maintaining the 

diversity in our culture. Education is not only for the purpose of good marks, but to 

progress in life. This is also defined as “Pragati” 

Pragati Educational foundation has helped me financially to pursue my studies and 

additionally, by conducting seminars, by inviting great people, arranging excursions etc. It 

not only gives happiness but a true sense of love. I am very proud to be under Pragati and 

later on, I would like to be a part of it.  

Society can survive only if there exists among its members, a sufficient degree of 

homogeneity. The uniformity is carried on and strengthened by Education. A child through 



education learns basic rules, regulations, norms and values of society. In this way Pragati is 

doing a wonderful, great service to society.  

Need of Education- 

Education is an essential pre-requisite of modernization. It enables people to know the 

world, to live/survive in the world. Science and technology, grammar and literature, social 

and philosophy, ecology and geography, agriculture and horticulture comprise the vast 

range of subjects which are taught in school. Through all these, education is succeeded. In 

this world, there are many people who are not able to get good qualitative education. But 

Pragati provides financial to pursue education. It also provides us confidence to speak out. 

The best part of Pragati in my life is my Mentor and others. They all treat us in such a way 

that we all are their family members and friends. Later on, I would like to continue this 

bonding further, forever in my life. Pragati is like a wish granting angel from whom I got my 

study materials and much more. I am thankful to almighty for this.  

Conclusion: In my view, education support from such organization is necessary for each to 

succeed. All these years, I have received a good education and wonderful support. I am 

grateful for all for such a life. 

 

 

 

Thank You Pragati 
-Rakshitha, Scholar 

 Graduated from BMS College in 2016 

Started work at Ernst & Young 

My association with Pragati started from 2008. 

‘Pragati’ means ‘to develop’ and it is definitely helping out students like me develop 

themselves. My mentor has always helped me in making appropriate decisions by guiding 

me. I was a part of Pragati as a student till 2015 and now I would really be glad to re-join 

Pragati. 

I would like to convey my special thanks to all the team members and mentors for 

providing me a great platform to develop myself.  

 

 

 

 

 

"In the end, these things matter most: How well did you love? How fully did you live? How deeply did you let 

go?" ~ Siddartha Gautama Buddha 



The artistic side of Pragati scholars  

              

 

Deccan English School - Deepak Sharma R (VIII), Devadarshini L (X) , Emmanuel S (X)  

                   

 

Deccan English School – Hanushree R (IX), Neha RK (IX), Ranjitha B (X) 

 

                                  

Deccan English School - Sugunashree MK (IX), SVGH School - Yamini M (IX) ,T Sindhu(X) 



               

 

SVGH School - Yamini M (IX), Vidya Mandir-Priyanka (1 PUC), MPES-Fazia Farheen (IX)  

 

              

 

MPES-Akshatha R (VIII), Sandeepana Vidya Bhavan- Anvitha (X), CES-Charan G (VIII)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Take risks in your Life. If u Win, U Can Lead! If u Lose, U Can Guide!” ~ Swami Vivekananda 


